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-S'ri Mrgendra Tantram.

PREFACE.

The roth volume of the Kashmir Series of Texts.
and Studies which is being presented to the sanskrit
scholars in the following pages goes by the name of
the Mrgendra Tantram., Two sections only i. e. the
first and the last (Vidyapada and Yogapada) dealing
with the philosophy proper and the ritualism of the
dualistic Shaivas could_find place and publication.in this
volume. This. js mainly. :due ‘to the fact that no
trustworthy material for printing. and publishing it in
whole could so far come into our hands. Itis hoped
that the Department will some day or other :seeits
efforts towardsa search for the same crowned with
success.and will then try to give an opportunity to the
readers of the Series to study the.book in .all .its
four sections,

Its edxtmn is based on the collatlon of the followmg
materiali— C

" {a) A transcript from some old manuscript whose
particulars are not available in the records of this office.
It is written by the Departmental Pandits of the pre-
amalgamation days, on foolscap paper in beautiful
Devanagari character according to the art of modern
calligraphy. It measures 13”x8". A few opening
pages have got at the bottom a few lines embodying
notes on the difficult words in the text, It covers zo7
pages and is legible and correct,

(b) A manuscript obtained on loan for 2 month or
so from the Sri Raghunath temple manuscript library at
Jammu as a special case under the orders of His late
Highness. It is written on country paper in Devanagari
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character and contains 140 leaves of 8 lines with 46
letters in each. The date of copyingis 1776 A.V. (1720
A.D.). Itislegible and partly correct.

Up to the 13th Patala the Vidyapada was edited
and carried through the press under my supervision,
During my absence in consequence of the amalgamation
of the Department of Research with that of Archzeology
the concluding portions of the Vidyapada and the
Yogapada were similarly treated under the supervision
of Pandit R. C. Kak by Pt. J. D, Zadoo, Shastri, M. A,,
and Pt. Shiv Ram, Shastri B. A,, the only retained hands
of the old Research establishment, On the sad and
lamentable death of the said Shiv Ram, Rajanaka
Maheshvara of the old Research establishment was
retaken in the Government service and sinee his
appointment he has been assisting in the publication

by preapring an Errata and a Concordance of the verses
of the text. .

I take pleasure in recording my thanks to the above-
named Pandits with whose help I am able to publish
the present Tantram. My thanks are also due to
the Manager, Nirnaya Sagar Press, who has, for over a

score of years, been carrying out the printing of this
Department honestly and diligently,

Srinagar, }

Madh 1
Dated 15-4-30 adhusudan Kau



‘Sri Mrgendra Tantram:

INTRODUCTION.

On the authority of the Tantric Encyclopaedia
called Tantraloka, Tantras are classified under three
heads according to the form of worship and the
view.they enunciate of the innermost essence of the
world. They are called S’iva, Rudra and Bhairava—
Shiva standing for those secret writings which ideal-
istically discuss the Reality in the monistic aspect alone;
Rudra for that class which confines itself to the dualistic
interpretation; the last, Bhairava, refers to the class
which has for its object the adoration of the supreme
being monistically as well as dualistically.

- The Mrgendra comes under the category of the
dualistic class called Rudra. The system of Philosophy
discussed in and preached through this Tantram, is
familiar under the name of the Pas’upata system. Like
all kindred Tantras it comprises four sections or padas—
Vidya, Kriya, Charya and Yoga—and aims at proving
the Un-beginning Trinity of Pashu, Pasha and Pati.
According to this system the relation between the
creator and the created is that of the sheep and the
shepherd, The created, when divested bare of the
Veils, is not merged in, but becomes an approach
to, the creator. The Lord is immune eternally from
bondage whereas the individual soul is always in fetters
until realisation dawns and the complete unfoldment of
the supremacy of God takes place.

Tradition as preserved in the Agamas has it that
the Mrgendra has, as it were, streamed forth from the
upper face of Svacchanda Bhairava, Svacchanda, as we
know, is said metaphorically to possess five faces which
are called Is'ana, Tatpurusha, Ghora, Vamadeva and

2



11 INTRODUGCTION, .

Sadyojata. This conception of the five faces is based
on the representation of the five faculties of Svacchanda
which are :—Chit, Ananda, Iccha, Jiiana and Kriya i. e,
consciousness, bliss, will, wisdom and activity.

So it comes to this that the Mrgendra is the
seripture of that school of Shaivas, which believes in and
offers adoration to Pas'upati as the universal con-

sciouseness under the name of Isa or Is’ana. . The
study of the Tantra reveals, so far as the upodghata or
the introduction is concerned, that it is an attempt to
connect the Shaivaistic doctrine and ritualism with, and
to trace them back to, the Vedicdoctrines and ritualism.
Indra the highest god of the Vedic pantheon comes
before an assemblage of holy sages headed by the
venerable Bharadvaja in the hermitage of Bhadri-
Narayana. Disguised as an ascetic, he uses his power
of eloquence, argumentation and exhortation to dissuade
them from the worship of Shiva as a marked departure
from the path of the Vedas, When he finds them
adamant in their belief in the chosen path, he reveals
his personality and initiates them in the occult lore
which he has received from S'1T Kantha,

The story as to how he came by this sacred
knowledge is told by Indra. It is this:—

As an arch-enemy of the foes of righteousness, he
had once to enter intoa duel with a certain demon
called Vrtra of four arms and two heads, one engaged
in the recitation of the Vedic hymns and the other in
the emptying of huge goblets of wine, In the duel
he got the better of the demon and beheaded him, In
atonement for this murderous act, Indra took to
offering prayers and worship to Narayana. As a result
of his pleasure with the mode . of worship which Indra
offered, Nardyana granted to him an armour of
Narasimha with the instruction that the former, covered
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with the armour thus granted, should meditate on the
glory of Shiva for a period of thousand years’ duration.
He (Narayana) also promised him an eye-to-eye
communion with Shiva on the expiry of the period of
meditation and the achievement of his cherished object
through Shiva’s grace. The period of meditation
terminating, Indra got an interview with the Divinity
and all his pangs of consciousness were over. Inthe
interview he was also favoured with the knowledge of
the Kamika Tantra.

Mrgendra is an abridgment of the Kamika Tantra.
It is so called because, as alluded to above, Indra
received the doctrine of Kamikagama while he was
wearing the armour in the shape of a lion. It is
referred to sometimes in the feminine form as Mrgendra
implying thereby the treatment of the composition as
that of a Samhitd and sometimes as Mrgendrah in
indication of the reverence conveyed *by the plural use
of the name.

The Vidyapada unlike the Yogapada is subdivided
into 13 Patalas describing the three fundamentals:
Pashu, Pasha and Pashupati,the prineipal categories and
the theology of the dualistic Shaivas, Yogapada defines
and describes the eightfold path of concentrative practice
leading to acquisition of various prophetic powers..

The three fundamentals :—

(1) Shiva or the Pashupati. He is the all-doer,
omniscient and eternally far above the range of imper-
fections due to various defilements. He is ever busy in
the play of his pentad of functions. They are evolution,
sustentation, involution, potential preservation and
assimilation. The five mantras sacred to the five names
of the Pati or lord and operative respectively in evolution
etc: constitute the four prominent parts of his body and

the body as a whole, Is’ana occupies the place of the
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head as indicating supreme sovereignty over the entire
creation. Tatpurusha represents the position of the
face as symbolising the inmost essence of all organic
and inorganic life, Aghora or Ghora forms the heart
as the vitalising principle of the Universe, For the
private parts of the body we have Vamadeva as implying
vomiting forth or manifesting the world of creation.
The body as a whole is represented by Sadyojata,

descriptive of the power of creating manifold forms at
will,

The verses relating to the above make us aquainted
with the struggle that the old Shaivaites had to undergo
to rationalize the worship of the personified God.

(2) Pashu or the fettered. He is the lord minus
the lord’s perfection in knowledge and action and plus
all the limitations which bring him down to the lowest
rung in the ladder of life. By the gradual evolution
through higher frms of life from his persistent desire
to evolve, the hold which materiality has on him grows
weaker. The process of evolution goes on hand in
hand with the relaxation ofthe hold till at last the
individual soul recognises the radical opposition of
matter and throws off its domination never to come
back to its fold again.

(3) The fetters:—They are fourfold—Pravrti, Is'a-
bala, Karma and Mayakarya. Pravyti is an innate
defilement narrowing down perfect wisdom and perfect
activity. 1Is'abala is the power of obstruction exercised
by the free over the fettered. Karma denotes that
defilement which results from the good or bad actions
in the conecrete or the abstract. Maya etymologically
‘means that into which the world resolves and remains
potentially at the time of its dissolution and out
of which it develops at the time of creation. The
influence which this Maya exerts over the soul in
fetters is the fourth defilement,
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DATE oF COMPOSITION.

The Tantram under edition bears the stamp of the
“revealed texts” and is written in the form of a dialogue
between Harita and his desciples. The Saivaistic cult
and the view of life depicted herein seem to have been
known in the early centuries of the Christian era.
Both Badarayana and S'ankara, the greatest exponent
of the Vedanta philosophy, refer to and reject the view
of those Saivites under the name of Pas'upata, the
former in the Sutra Patyur-a-Samanjasydt (2-2-37) and
the latter in his Bhashyam on this Statra, Mrgendra,
though embodying a very, very old school of philosophy
and the form of divine adoration which perhaps can
claim among its votaries the two great logicians and
philosophers Kanada and Gautama, is comparatively
late as an abridgment of the Kamikagama. Reference
to the frequent use of surgical instruments in performing
operations (see Pasu-lakshana-prakarana, Sl 18)
imparts to it a colour of modernity, and brings its
composition down to the age of Sustuta, Charaka anp
other Hindu surgeons.

The introduction in sanskrit with which the work
opens is much later in composition than the text proper
which begins as “Athanadi” etc. on page 48. This is
very well borne out by the use of rich vocabulary and
poetic imagery.

CoOMMENTARY.

The author of the commentary is Nardyana Kantha,
son of Vidya Kantha and grandson of S'ankara Kantha
and father of Rama Kantha whose commentary on the
Nares'varapariksha has already appeared in the Kashmir
Research Series under No. 45. On page 30 Narayana
Kantha quotes the fifty—fifth stanza from Is'vara Siddhi
(see page 30 of Is'vara Siddhi No. 34 of Kashmir
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Research Series) of Utpaladeva who was known as a
renowned writer and philosopher in the oth century.
Therefore Nardyana Kantha must have lived and
written the commentary somewhen between the 1oth
and 11th centuries. He seems to have been a Kashmi-
rian by birth asis evidenced by the term Kantha—

a surname in vogue among some of the Kashmirl
families of to-day even.
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